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= benefit then which the carth canner 


ha , } hee lefr hee tbane 
bn at his death as a Lcgacy,he bequea 
thedthem:My ry be)1 facur2is 


y0u, my Peace 1 gtneromo.you ; for neither 
Az could 
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(2) 
could men wiſh from heauen .agreatgr 
bleſling,neither could the Angels declare 
vnto men from heaucn a more welcome 
meſſage, then Glory m beauen, and Peace 
in earth. 

This. Bond,, by which heaucn vato 
caxth, and earnh vnto,heauenreciprocal- 
ly is vnited, hath fo ſtraitlybound the 
heartof the Kings Maieſty of great Brit- 
raine; that according to the exceeding 
care which he hath cuermore had of the 
ſafeguard and defence of truc Religion , 
of {ertling Peacc and Concord amongſt 
Chriſtian Princes throughout the world; 
burefpecially, Moſt Illuſtrious, Noble, 
and Magrii Lords, of procuring the 
good and tranquillity of this your State, 
ro which he acknowledges his Kingdom 
tro bee linkt'by che. Tye of 'an ancienter 
and ſtraiter League: Hee hath ſent vs hi- 
ther with this cſpeciall charge, thar as 
much as'invs lyes, we procure your prof- 
perity, and your Churches Peace. 

Certainly, an exceeding defire of Peace 
& the publique good,poflelt his Princcly 


heart, 


(3) 
heart, when hee'commended vnto your 
Lord(hips the care of Religion. 

This his Maicſtics prouident care can 
ncuer bee vawelcome, it it may pleaſe 
your Lordſhips, according to your Wilc- 
dome and Piety, to recountthe benefitof 
the reformed Reli on, and the bleſlings 
of Gods fauour,which ke harmrve from 
heaucn, haue watercd your Prouinces far 
& necre. I luppoſe,it.catmorbe vaknown 
vnto your Lord(hips, what & how tauch 
you owe to true Religion. Religion it was, 
which from bloud and tempeſt reduced 
your State ro theſe flouriſhing daies of 
quictnefſe and Sunthine: Religion iriwas, 
which farlt = ed, and fi- 


nally eſtab ..Ler 
nf a uo Wi rc your 
ſclues, what —_ 

forall theſe bleſſings qty your Lordthips, 


Chriſt, who is King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords, ot thgs rand aboue 
all his other benefirs, —_ preſerue the 
Peace which he bequeathed y Os :: : 

| Thebond aablewanall is Re- 
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(4) 
ligion;and of Religion, Peace; thole there- 
fore who eyther themſelues raiſe diſſcnri- 
ons in-the Church, or cheriſh ſuch as arc 
raiſed by others;, whar doe they. clic in- 
trend; butthiergoting vp of Peace and Re- 
ligion ; the baniſhmenr of Chriſt our of 
your coaſts? thit by iarring of Church- 
men, the- edification of theChurch may 
be hindered , that the confciences of the 
multitude betroubled,tharwaucring and 
vnſtable ſoules-be carried-abour with &- 
uery wenn that the con- 
rempe Miniſter bring with ita con- 
rempt of his Prwagkyr ) lengrh theſe 
Cockatrice eps bring forth the Baſuliske, 
oucn open Impiery and Atheiſme. It che 
C aftaires be ill managed , all forrs 
of nien, <h&people ; the Prialt, yea you 
your 1chues thalt bee-accoumrable vnco. 
Chriſt forit. In the people he requires 0- 
bedicnce, in the Pricſt light & cruch, that 


is, knowledge 'ioyned with-bolineſſe of 
life. Bur 1 know not whether may im- 
pure it eyther to the; corruption of this 
our time, or wothefleights of the-Deuill, 
7 trying 


(5) 

trying all his plots and deuices now in 
this declining age of the world, thatſome 
are ariſen, who cyther quite reieCting, or 
at leaſt roo much negleting purityof life, 
2 garment which beltof all adornes the 
Prieſts of God; haue alrogerher diuerred 
ypon iangling diſputes, & wnprofitable, 
yea pernitious contentions. 'Erom hence 
come feruor, and emulation, and often- 
cation of Wit ; meane whilc,the building 
of the Church is interrupted , yea her ru- 
inc by vndcermining is cloſely practiſed, 
by ſome that lye in wait to betray your 
happineſle. 

Awakenand ſtirre vp yourſelues,moſt 
Noble Lords, eſtabliſh that Peace in the 
Church, which in the Gommon-wealch 
you haue eftabliſhr, yeathax Peace, Lay, 
which your Lordfhips, by the vigilancy 
and prowelſle of his Excellency , peacea- 
bly, wichourany noyſc and rumulr , bur 
not withourthe preſent afliſtance of God, 
haue lately attempted, and-ar lengrh ac- 
compliſhe, is to bee enterrain'd with the 
ioyfull applauſe of all the Churches, and 
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(6) 
to be for cucrremembred to youreternall 
praiſe and glory. 

The teformed Churches throughout 
Europe , hauing recoucred ther liberry , 
and ſhaken off the heauy yoke of Rome, 
to ſhew themſclues more thanketull ro 
Chriſt their Redeemer, haue feucrally ſec 
forth confeſſions of their Faith, which 
though they were many, yerthey ſo well 
agree in one conſent and harmony of 
mindes, that we may plainely diſcouer, ir 
was the voyce of one onely Spirit, which 
inſo many Nations, ſo many La TES 
cliuered it {elfe. In this WT oo 
cord of other Nations, your conſent did 
beare a part; your praiſes werein the Gol- 
pell, yourauthoricy inthe Church much 
ſerby. , But now the neighbor Churches 
round abour enquure,queſtion, and won- 
der,whatit might be whichin theſe con- 
felons your Churchalone quarels with: 
Againit which, none of the reſt, ſincethe 
rctormauon, haue raken exception. 

Giue melcaue to aske of you inthe A- 


poltles words, Proceeded the Word of God 
| from. 
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(7) 
from you alone ? or hath it come onely -onto 


you? Other Nations and Prouinces pre- 


{erue the doctrine of the Goſpell which 
= haue recciued, whole and ſound, 
without any.alteration and change, and 
reſoluc by Gods helpe, hereain loto 
continue. 

This is that which his Maieſty com- 
mends vnto you, cuen the vnity and con- 
{ent of Confeſſion, the ſpring and origi- 
nall of reformation ; hee commends vn- 
to youtheconſent of the Churches, hee 
requires you, that what forme of Church 
you haue recciued from your Farhers,you 
will deliver oucr to your poſterity ; thar 
what Doctrine now theſe twenty or thir- 
ry yeeres hath beene publikely raughr a- 
mongſtyou, you preſecrue in its former 

urity ; that you ſhut vp all gappeand in- 

ette, which may cuery day giue way to 
innouation, that ſuch trea{ures of Chriſt 
as are committed to your truſt, you pre- 
ſerue fafe, withour ſuffering them a 
embaſcd by admixtion of falſe and coun- 


terfcir ſtufte, Vnro you are committed 
B z the 


- (8) 
the Oracles of God ; keepe your Faith vn- 
ſpotted, and vndefiled ynto God and 
Chriſt the Churches King : Youarc {cri- 
oully to take heed , that your Doctors, 
leauing the {1mplicity of holy Scriprures, 
diuert not vpon abſtruſe and intricate 
quirkes ; that they ſet nor before you 
{moak<c,in ſtead of ſolid meate. Ar lealt, 
thus much arc you carefully to looke to, 
thatthoſe who handle the Word of Lite, 
abſtaine in their Sermons to the people, 
from thoſe deeper ſpeculations, which 
ſe the Schooles themſclues, and our 
tharpelt wits, and may with probabilitic 
on both {ides bediſpured : Leſt the Faith 
of the Church, which is ſtable and im- 
mooucable, ſcemeto beambiguous and 
doubttull; and Scandall creepe in,inplace 
of cdifying. Your conſent in Doctrine 
with other Churches, ſhall bee a ſacrifice 
of ſweet ſauor vnto God, when one ſoulc 
of ſo tnany people ſhall cleaue vnto him, 
and irſhall beereelcatl newes vnto the 
Churches, and Honourable vnto your 
Lordfhips, when they ſhall ynderſtand, 


that 
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(9) * 
that you hold Brotherly fellowſhip-6ne 
with another in Chriſt ; for God giues 
not graceand glory to ſuch as walke.feue- 
rally, cuery one inhis ownewaies;; bur 
fuchas meete together in one Communi- 
on of Saints. Factions& part-takingshaue 
wounded the Church on both ſides; on 
the right hand, and on the left : yer theſe 
wounds,wedoubt nor,arecurable;jf the 
fall inco the hands of a skilfull Phyſician. 
The truc Phyſicke mult bee adminiſtred 
by the hand of your authority: as for our 
labourand indultry, ifit may beany way 
auaileable ro the Churches Peace, it ſhall 
be cuermore ready and at hand: Neyther. 
are we ready onely with our labour and 
care, butif itſo pleaſe G OD, in whoſe 
hands wee are, euen with our dearelt. 
bloud to procure the Churches Peace. 

Bur ſince the Church which Chriſt 
bath redeemed with his bloud,according 
tothe example of our Lord himſelfe, re- 
quires not » bloud of her Miniſters in. 
_ , butinperſccution : by a peculiar 
are, (if I may fo {peake) of the Church, it 

B 3 falls 
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NE. (10) | 
falls our, that men. proue ſtronger vnder 


theCroffe, and in affliction;then in times 
of nrimes of perfection they louc 
Hot their: for Chriſt: intime of peacc 


rheyſtickeNibr robandy fattions againſt 
Chnſt. O how difficulris the Churches 


_ ate! whatftraight'condirions is ſhe ried 

þ vneo, eyther ſhee ſuffers perſecution with 

1.88 inwardpeace and ioy of the ſpirit, or ſhe 

þ is6urwardly ar peace with the world, bur 
p _  withinteftineand ciuill warres, 


The Sonnes of God, like lictle children 
| 4 aremoſlt eafily diſciplined vnder therod; 
'f laythe rod by, and preſently they rerurn 
to ſidings, to faction, to contentions. But 
all things turne to the beſt, to thoſe that feare 
God; and noronely afflictions, but faCti- 4 
onand ſchifme , yezerrors and hereſies 
themfelues ; GOD, who'is omniporenr, 
ſhall rurneto the good of his Church, har... 
thoſe who arefaichfull may berried,and® 

| their faich being tried, may be made*mia- 

2 | ritcſt, and*fuc as loue the Trueth,m 


norbe aſhamed ro conquer and tri if : 
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(11) . "g 
This minde we hearnly wiſh ys 
found in our finds Ae enivar + 

alwaies ready to fight ymo the death,for that 
faich which once was giuen tothe Sai ow "Ie 1 
may ſtriueto excell cach otherin humilis © ©, © 
tic ; not follicitous who ſhall oucrcome;,, 6.5 
bur applying all cheir ſtrength, cheirskall, 

- theirlabor,thar Truth may haue the bf 

victory, the Church Peace, » 

and God the glory. | 


